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8 March 2013 
 
 
Dear Prime Minister and Deputy Prime Minister 
 
Preventing violence against women and girls: work in schools, public campaigns 
and funding for women’s support services 
 
We write to you on International Women’s Day 2013 to express our deep concern about 
violence against women.  It is estimated that a billion women - one in every three women 
on Earth - will be raped or beaten in her lifetime.  That’s ONE BILLION mothers, daughters, 
sisters, partners and friends violated, which means you probably know someone who has 
been a victim.  Violence has no place in the 21st Century and action must be taken to end it. 
 
You made strong statements on International Women’s Day 2012 about action to end all 
forms of violence against women and girls in the UK and by signing the Council of Europe’s 
convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence 
(CAHVIO) you sent a clear message to the world that the UK is committed to tackling this 
issue. 
 
We acknowledge and welcome the progress that your government has made under its 
strategy, Call to End Violence Against Women and Girls, in particular: 
 

 extending the definition of domestic violence to include coercive control and 
widening the definition to include 16-17 year olds; 

 

 piloting the Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme in four police force areas, enabling 
the police to disclose information about a person’s previous violent offending to help 
protect new partners from future abuse; 

 

 the planned introduction of a new offence of forcing someone to marry against their 
will and the intention to criminalise breach of a Forced Marriage Protection Order; 

 

 the introduction of two new offences - “stalking” and “stalking involving fear of 
violence or alarm or distress” – which came into force in England and Wales on 25 
November 2012. 

 



 the launch of the FGM Fund 2012, a £50,000 fund to support frontline organisations 
working with affected communities and supporting women and girls affected by 
female genital mutilation. 

 
However, violence and abuse remains widespread: 
 

 a Mumsnet survey has found that one in ten women experienced rape, one in three 
sexual assault and almost a quarter experienced four or more incidents of sexual 
assault; 

 a third of girls in an intimate relationship have experienced sexual violence from a 
partner (NSPCC); 

 a YouGov poll found that one in three girls experience unwanted sexual contact in 
UK schools; 

 it is estimated that more than 66,000 women in the UK have experienced female 
genital mutilation (Forward). 

 
In its report A Different World is Possible, the End Violence Against Women Coalition 
(www.endviolenceagainstwomen.org.uk) shows how violence has serious consequences for 
women’s physical and emotional health, for the public purse and for women’s careers and 
attainment. 
 

 It is estimated that the cost of each rape is £122,000 and the annual cost in England 
and Wales of violence against women and girls is £40 billion including the human 
and emotional cost (New Philanthropy Capital) 
 

 Girls’ attainment is negatively affected if they experience sexual violence or 
harassment, teenage relationship abuse, forced marriage, female genital mutilation, 
as well as gender stereotyping (Womankind).  Sexualisation may limit aspirations 
(American Psychological Association). 

 
As with most problems, prevention is better than cure.  To begin the task of preventing 
violence before it begins we must challenge attitudes that condone or tolerate abuse.  
Working with young people when they are forming their attitudes and behaviours is 
therefore critical.  For this reason, we wholeheartedly welcome the Home Office’s teen 
abuse campaign, This is Abuse ,and urge you to ensure ongoing investment in campaigns of 
this nature. 
 
It is, however, worrying that the Department for Education is not working directly with 
schools on This is Abuse.  Whilst we accept that the TV campaign, Facebook and Twitter will 
reach many individuals, we are concerned that the Department is leaving it to chance 
whether or not schools learn about and promote an initiative which impacts significantly on 
our children’s long term safety and wellbeing. 
 
Schools have clear ethical and legal obligations under the Public Sector Equality Duty and 
child protection laws to promote gender equality and provide safe and supportive school 
environments for all students. 
 
We are therefore writing to ask you to ensure that the Department for Education works with 
every school in England and Wales to tackle violence against women and girls as a priority.  
This should include:  
 



1. telling schools directly about initiatives like ‘This is Abuse’ so that they are prepared 
to support young people if they make disclosures; 

2. working with young people on issues such as sexual consent, healthy relationships, 
sexualisation, gender equality and all forms of violence against women as part of 
Personal Social Health and Economic Education and Sex and Relationship Education; 

3. ongoing training for teachers and staff on violence against women and girls; 
4. anti-bullying policies to include gendered bullying and harassment, and safeguarding 

policies to protect all children, including those at risk of ‘honour’ based violence, 
female genital mutilation and forced marriage; 

5. funding women’s services to carry out prevention work and provide support to young 
people who experience abuse. 

 
It is critical that all parts of government work together to eliminate violence against women 
and girls and play their part in the Coalition’s strategy, Call to End Violence Against Women 
and Girls. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you about what action you are taking on this important 
issue. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cc Home Secretary, the Rt Hon Theresa May MP 

 Secretary of State for Education, the Rt Hon Michael Gove MP 
 
 
The Leicestershire Fawcett Group is a local group of the Fawcett Society, the leading national 
organisation campaigning for equality between women and men in pay, pensions, poverty, justice 

and politics: we work at a local level to raise awareness of Fawcett and its activities; campaign to 

improve policy and services for women and girls; and put gender equality at the heart of local 
decision making.  You can find out more about us on our website at 

http://leicestershirefawcettgroup.wordpress.com/ 


